
 

   

 

 
Resources for 2026 Envirothon Current Issue 

 

Living Sponge Communities 

This document features a collection of resources for your use. It is designed to help you dive 
deeper into this year’s Current Issue, Living Sponge Communities. The resource links below were 
carefully selected to introduce you to the Current Issue and other climate and environmental 
issues to support your learning, spark ideas, and help you build a strong foundation for your 
Massachusetts Envirothon experience. You are strongly encouraged to research additional 
information regarding sponge cities, climate change, non-point source pollution, stormwater 
runoff, floodwater management, green infrastructure, and more. 

The resources below are both video and article links organized by their diverse categories: 
 
Sponge Communities and Related Resources: 
What are sponge cities? 
Have You Seen a Sponge City? 
How China is designing flood-resistant cities 
Why LA is Becoming a SPONGE City 
🌿🏙️ Green Roofs & Sponge Cities: Nature’s Solution to Urban Flooding #shorts #inventions  
Sponge Cities - Solution to Urban flooding 
What are ‘sponge cities’ and how can they prevent floods?  
‘Sponge City’: How Copenhagen is Adapting to a Wetter Future What on earth are sponge cities?  
Instagram: Riverkeeper - Recent Extreme Rainfall Reminded Us 
Instagram - Raingardens, A Green Solution to Filter Stormwater 
CWEP Introduction to Stormwater Runoff Video 
Raindrops to Rivers: Creating a Stormwater Storybook Adventure - Stormwater Awareness Week 
2024 
Stormy teaches us how to keep our streams clean. - YouTube 
US EPA – About Green Infrastructure:  
American Society of Landscape Architects, Professional Practice: Green Infrastructure: 
Why You Should Consider Green Stormwater Infrastructure for Your Community 
Green Stormwater Infrastructure - Growing Greener Communities 
Model My Watershed - Runoff Simulation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMymtjDw-Gw&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/p4H0ANjPeA8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nf-Yy3EuZi0&t=53s
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/OaJioqE0xcU
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/s1hogAP1ksg
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/k14sh2Lg4m8
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2022/03/sponge-cities-nature-tackle-climate-floods-urban/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/copenhagen-sponge-cities
https://www.ube.ac.uk/whats-happening/articles/sponge-cities/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMk6kbNS4qb/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DI6LQmFxbnH/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8mi2F1Hfho&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4TNW7ytNm8&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4TNW7ytNm8&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbbEHd0EDnE&t=2s
https://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/about-green-infrastructure
https://www.asla.org/greeninfrastructure.aspx
https://www.epa.gov/G3/why-you-should-consider-green-stormwater-infrastructure-your-community
https://www.growinggreenercommunities.org/green-stormwater-infastructure
https://runoff.modelmywatershed.org/


 

   

 

Climate Change: 
Massachusetts Clean Energy and Climate Plan for 2025 and 2030 
2023 ResilientMass Plan | Mass.gov 
AR6 Synthesis Report: Climate Change 2023 — IPCC 

 
Climate Change Solutions: 
Nature Conservancy 30x30:  
Project Drawdown:  
Multisolving Institute: 
 
Environmental Justice: 
Environmental Justice A Movement Started By Black Mothers Captioned_v1.mp4 
What is Environmental Justice? 
Office of Environmental Justice & Equity (OEJE) | Mass.gov 
EJ in Land Conservation:  
Princeton Climate Action: Racial Disparities and Climate Change  

 
Forests: 
Forestry students learn through hands-on experience 
Managing Forests For Climate Change In Massachusetts: Climate Change Response Framework:  
The Important Relationship between Forests and Water 
Forest Management and Water Resources.  
Forest Center of Northwest Massachusetts: Agroforestry Notes: Indigenous Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge in Agroforestry 
 

Soils: 
What is Soil (and Why is it Important)?: Crash Course Geography #17 
Protocols 
Tribal Approaches for Soil Conservation & Traditional Ecological Knowledge - Native Tribe Info 
Managing Soils for Water: How Five Principles of Soil Health Support Water Infiltration and 
Storage 
Soil Health Institute:. 
The Soil Story:  
Soil Infiltration – Soil Health for Educators  

 
Water: 
Bing Videos Water is Life  
United Nations Water and Climate:  
IUCN Nature-Based Solutions for Water:  
MassDEP Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/clean-energy-and-climate-plan-for-2025-and-2030/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/2023-resilientmass-plan
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-cycle/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-priorities/protect-water-and-land/land-and-water-stories/committing-to-30x30/
https://drawdown.org/
https://www.multisolving.org/
https://massgov-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lauryn_allen_mass_gov/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Flauryn%5Fallen%5Fmass%5Fgov%2FDocuments%2FMicrosoft%20Teams%20Chat%20Files%2FEnvironmental%20Justice%20A%20Movement%20Started%20By%20Black%20Mothers%20Captioned%5Fv1%2Emp4&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0&ct=1755148200999&or=OWA%2DNT%2DMail&cid=cfd6496a%2Dacd4%2Dff89%2D6327%2Dca789cfadd85&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2Ed72e828d%2D105a%2D48a0%2D924d%2D09052c36cb11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8cAhsr5j6U
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-environmental-justice-equity-oeje
https://harvard-cga.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ebd2c9acc0b14918895b59de4e9842cb
https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/8/15/racial-disparities-and-climate-change
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egsJ_uVGINA&t=38s
https://www.mass.gov/doc/managing-forests-for-climate-change-in-massachusetts-forester-guide/download
https://forestadaptation.org/
https://www.americanforests.org/article/the-important-relationship-between-forests-and-water/
https://forestry.com/forestry-management/forest-health/conservation/forest-management-and-water-resources/
https://theforestcenter.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac/assets/documents/agroforestrynotes/an44g14.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac/assets/documents/agroforestrynotes/an44g14.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udseIcrUxvA&t=354s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-J2FErZHuA&t=293s
https://www.nativetribes.info/tribal-approaches-for-soil-conservation-traditional-ecological-knowledge/
https://attra.ncat.org/publication/manage-soil-for-water/
https://attra.ncat.org/publication/manage-soil-for-water/
https://soilhealthinstitute.org/
https://kisstheground.com/playmedia/the-soil-story/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/Soil%20Infiltration.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=tribal+ecokogical+knowledge+on+water+videos&&mid=66C978E984A3EC91810666C978E984A3EC918106&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/water-and-climate-change
https://digital.iucn.org/water/nature-based-solutions-for-water/
https://www.mass.gov/guides/surface-water-quality-monitoring


 

   

 

Wildlife: 
https://www.rewild.org 
Tribal Approaches for Ecological Conservation of Wildlife - Native Tribe Info 
MassWildlife and Climate Adaptation 
The Massachusetts State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP): 
World Wildlife Federation:  

https://www.rewild.org/
https://www.nativetribes.info/tribal-approaches-for-ecological-conservation-of-wildlife/
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/masswildlife-and-climate-adaptation
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/state-wildlife-action-plan-swap
https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/558gtvwcut_WWF___Wildlife_in_a_Warming_World___2018_FINAL.pdf?_ga=2.143145973.1532740985.1661526035-1544909517.1661526034
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