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	Massachusetts Envirothon

Summer 2023 Field Workshop
An opportunity for Envirothon Coaches (veteran & new) & Community Resource People to gain depth and experience with the Envirothon curriculum topics



AGENDA
Tuesday, August 15, 2023
Hosted by the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (MassWildlife)

MassWildlife Field Headquarters, 1 Rabbit Hill Rd, Westborough

8:00- 8:30 
Registration opens, enjoy coffee and a light breakfast
8:30-8:55 
Welcome/Overview (Conference Room)

9-10:15 
Ecostation Field Session 1 
(All Ecostation Field Sessions in MacCallum Wildlife Management Area)
10:20-11:35 
Ecostation Field Session 2

11:40-12:20
Lunch – Food & networking with others to learn how they plan to introduce youth to their local environment and natural resource conservation. (Conference Room)    

12:20 – 12:50 2024 Current Issue discussion. 
   
1:00-2:15
Ecostation Field Session 3
2:20-3:35
Ecostation Field Session 4
You will be involved at all Ecostations.  At each Ecostation you will:

--Work with a group of colleagues to answer some sample Envirothon questions (similar to the actual Envirothon)  
--Learn about resources available to introduce Envirothon topics to your team

--Become involved and engaged with the surrounding environment. 
3:35 – Pick up Ecostation Resource Packets at the end of the day. 

Safe Travels Home!
Eco-station Topic Field Session Descriptions

Forest
Learn how to identify and measure a variety of native Massachusetts trees. You will be introduced to some simple learning techniques to share with your team such as the acronym called MADCAPHORSE and other techniques. You will learn how to use the tree’s bark, overall shape, branching pattern, buds, leaves, acorn, nuts and even the smell of the tree as identifiers. The instructor will review procedures for using a variety of tree measuring tools. You will learn how to measure height, diameter and determine board foot volume. 
Felicia Hubacz, Forest Health Specialist, Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation

Wildlife 
Need to hone your wildlife skills? In this hands-on workshop obtain skills, knowledge & understanding necessary to help your team master the wildlife portion of the Envirothon and incorporate into your current issue research & presentation. Learn how to assess habitat, experience a sample wildlife test, learn some tips and tricks for studying, and be introduced to the various learning resources available to teams.  

Pam Landry, Education Coordinator, MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (MassWildlife)
Water                                                   
Learn about water quality with hands on water quality parameter testing and discussion of test results, learn what the parameters mean and how they are related, and how to identify potential and pollution sources utilizing aerial maps. There will also be a brief overview of macroinvertebrates and macroinvertebrate sampling.
Kathryn Parent, Program Coordinator, Wachusett/Sudbury Section, Mass DCR - Water Supply Protection 
Soil
Examine soil profiles and observe, identify, and document soil morphology.  Learn to interpret the soil and site for suitability and limitations for various land uses. The emphasis will be on participant involvement first, followed by explanations as needed. This will be hands-on, just like the Soils Station at the Envirothon!
Geraldine Vega Pizarro, CT Soil Survey, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Current Issue 
At lunchtime, participants will have an opportunity to learn more about the 2024 Envirothon Current Issue, and how teams can prepare.  In this part of the Envirothon curriculum, teams explore an issue as it occurs in their own community, weigh the options for action, and make a team presentation to a panel of judges about their findings and their recommendations.   The Current Issue is designed to work for every team in any Massachusetts community – urban, suburban, or rural.  The 2024 Current Issue is Renewable Energy for a Sustainable Future. Teams will explore the different sources of renewable energy; the challenges facing the transition from traditional fossil fuels to renewables; the environmental, economic, and social impacts of current energy consumption; and how Massachusetts communities can help lead on the reduction of energy use and a just transition to sustainable energy that the future of our world is depending on.  
Brittany Gutermuth, Climate Change Education Program Manager, Mass Audubon
Massachusetts Envirothon is sponsored by the Massachusetts State Commission for Conservation of Soil, Water & Related Resources

